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Remarks 

Applicant respectfully request that the Examiner reconsider this application in view of the 
following remarks. Claims 15, 16, 21, 25 and 29 have been amended herein and claims 30 and 
31 have been cancelled. Thus, claims 15-29 remain for examination. 

The amendment to claim 15 further clarifies that the detector recited therein is a 
displacement detector and that this clarification merely makes clear a limitation that was inherent 
in claim 15 as originally present. Thus, the amendment to claim 15 is not a narrowing 
amendment to overcome any prior art reference. 

The amendments to claims 16, 21, 25 and 29 are being made merely to conform them to 
the language used in amended claim 15. 

The cancellation of claims 30 and 31 should not be deemed as an acquiescence to the 
rejections thereto recited in the Office Action but, rather, as an effort the expedite the 
prosecution of the pending claims and Applicant reserves the right to pursue those or similar 
claims in a continuing application. 

Claim Rejections 

• Claims 15-17, 19 and 24-29 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Diamantopoulos (WO 01/74263). While specific reasons are not given in the Office Action 
for the rejection of claims 18 and 20-23, all of the claims now pending are patentable over the 
cited references for the reasons given below. 

Claims 15-29 

Claim 15 is directed to a catheter that includes at least one resiliently biased projection 
and at least one displacement detector. The at least one displacement detector recited in claim 1 5 
generates a signal which varies as a function of radial displacement of the resiliently biased 
projection relative to the longitudinal axis of the catheter. The cited references do not teach a 
catheter with such a displacement detector. 

The Office Action asserts that the thermal sensors (10) taught in Diamantopoulos 
generate "a signal that creates temperature data and varies as a function of radial displacement 
relative to the longitudinal axis of said catheter of the at least one projection 1 1 upon which the 
detectors are disposed." Applicant respectfully disagrees. 
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The sensors 10 taught in Diamantopoulos are NTC thermistors and their purpose is to 
solely measure temperature (page 12, lines 24-32). These temperature sensors do not, however, 
generate a signal which varies as a function of radial displacement of the resiliently biased 
projection relative to the longitudinal axis of the catheter. They only generate a signal indicative 
of temperature and this signal does not vary based on displacement. Indeed, if the signal varied 
based on displacement, the temperature reading would vary based on location and, as such, the 
temperature signal could be incorrect. 

Furthermore, none of the other cited references teach or suggest a displacement detector 
that generates a signal which varies as a function of radial displacement of the resiliently biased 
projection relative to the longitudinal axis of the catheter. For instance, the position sensor 
disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5,833,608 (Acker) is located within a probe and is used to determine 
a position of the probe itself. The sensor does not, however, generate a signal that varies as a 
function of displacement of portion of the probe from the longitudinal axis of the probe. 

In view of the above, claim 15 is patentable over the cited references. Claims 16-29 
depend from claim 15 and, therefore, are patentable for at least the same reasons. 

Conclusion 

The application thus is in condition for allowance and such action is earnestly solicited. 
Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner contact M. Brad Lawrence if she has any 
further questions. 

Dated: November .10, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicants 
Bromberg & Sunstein LLP 
125 Summer Street 
Boston, MA 02110-1618 
(617) 443-9292 
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